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Michigan COVID-19 testing strategy

Daily tests, by time period

▪ Testing vulnerable populations in 

congregate settings

▪ Scaling up testing in neighborhoods 

with low access

▪ Collaborating with labs and 

suppliers to expand capacity

▪ Working with FEMA to receive 

federal supplies

▪ Continued expansion to reach 

vulnerable and low-access 

populations

▪ Increased testing as more 

people return to work

▪ Testing contacts of identified 

cases

Rapid scale-up with focus on 

vulnerable populations

Longer-term testing for 

“next normal”

5,000 15,000 30,000+
Early April Mid-May June and Beyond Goal
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Actions taken to rapidly scale testing

Ramping from 

15,000 to 

30,000+ tests 

per day

Targeted collections

MI National Guard Medic strike teams:

25 teams testing corrections, veteran hospitals, 

and nursing homes in UP

35 teams starting similar work in rest of state

Expanded testing criteria

Rapidly expanding testing criteria 

to include anyone with symptoms 

as well as our critical workforce

Containment strategy

Creating opportunities for people who 

test positive to stay safe and well, and 

minimize risk to others

Informing close contacts about what 

they can do to further contain spread

Testing capacity build-out

Matching laboratory capacity to specimen 

collection efforts to fully use all testing capacity

Working with FEMA to receive and direct 

supplies to increase overall testing capacity
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Total daily tests, by message date



1. 2019 estimate, U.S. Census Bureau; 2. Averaged over May 3rd-10th, 2020

SOURCE: MI Tests – MDSS/Michigan Medical Advantage Group, MDHHS, testing labs, Other States Tests – COVID Tracking Project, Population – U.S. Census Bureau
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Positive 

samples 5/8:

826 (7%)

Samples 

tested 5/8:

12,215

Testing source: MDSS/Michigan Medical Advantage Group, March 10 to May 8
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